NC State Naval Student Orientation:
Class of 2020
On Tuesday, August 9th a
group of 36 young men and women
began
their
journey
towards
commissioning as future U.S. Naval
and Marine Corps Officers. Upon
completion of initial introductions of
the Naval ROTC program by the North
Carolina Consortium Commanding
Officer Captain Stephen Gillespie,
students
were
aided
by
upperclassmen in moving into their
dorm rooms. After the Oath of Office,
the
new
fourth
class
(4/C)
midshipmen said their final goodbyes
to their loved ones before beginning
an
afternoon
of
drill
and
administrative
paperwork.
The
students listened to the Executive
Officer’s Honor Brief later in the
evening before turning in for early
morning on Wednesday.

At 0600 on Wednesday, the 4/C conducted
their first Physical Training Test on Derr
Track. Following breakfast, students were
introduced to Customs by the Assistant
Marine Officer Instructor Gunnery Sergeant
Browning. In the afternoon, students were
issued their first set of uniforms and
practiced more drill on one of NC State’s
most famous landmarks: the brickyard.

On Training Day #3, Midshipmen were
taken to NC State’s indoor swimming
facility to complete their second class
swimming qualification. An “academic
boot camp” was held in the afternoon to
introduce our new Battalion members to
techniques, such as time management,
to prepare for the rigor of college-level
courses. Students and staff then traveled
to Camp Butner (National Guard) to
begin their next phase of training! After
initial set-up of camping equipment,
students were given the opportunity to
interact with a panel of newly
commissioned ensigns and current NC
State Midshipmen.

On the last day of training, our new Wolfpack members were tested physically,
mentally, and morally in a series of challenging events! Midshipmen were split into
four squads to compete in a Drill Competition, Personal Qualification Standards (PQS)
quizzes, a series of physical tests (team pushups and sit-ups), Confidence Course
obstacles and Leadership Reaction Courses (LRC). Before the winner was announced,
students had a unique opportunity to shoot modified M-4 carbines in a simulator
located on base. After hours of sweating in the heat and humidity while bonding with
fellow midshipmen, the CO announced the winning squad and individual outstanding
performer. Congratulations to Squad 3 and MIDN 4/C Krasny for their outstanding
accomplishments!
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