
NC STATE NEW STUDENT ORIENTATION 

CLASS OF 2021 

On Tuesday, August 8th, 2017, the 
NCSU NROTC Wolfpack Battalion 
gained 28 new midshipmen and 
countless extended-family members! 
On the behalf of the Battalion, 
welcome!  

Your new NC State “Wolfpacker” 
just completed his or her first week of 
college, but before that, each went 
through the first week of learning what it takes to be a midshipman at NC 
State Naval ROTC. 

During the initial week of New Student Orientation, 
or “NSO”, your high school graduate was transformed 
not only into a college freshman, but also a Fourth 
Class (4/C) Midshipman. While we were not able to 
instruct them on all requisite training for the Navy and 
Marine Corps in one week, 
we did provide them with 
the basic tools to embark 
on their journey as future 

Naval and Marine Corps Officers. 
If you attended the first day of NSO, you 

witnessed your midshipman take an Oath of 
Office. This oath is similar to the one a 
Commissioned Officer takes in that the 
midshipmen also freely vow to unhesitantly 
defend the Constitution of the United States 
against all enemies. 

 
 
 

 



In the next phase of orientation, 4/C 
midshipmen were introduced to Personal 
Qualification Standards (PQS), which provides 
information ranging from basic customs and 
courtesies to specifics on the most advanced 
Naval and Marine Corps platforms. During this 
initial phase, students also conducted drill & 

ceremony, received uniforms, performed 
a Physical Fitness/Readiness Test 
(PRT/PFT), completed swim 
qualifications, and participated in many 
more exhilarating challenges.  

The purpose of this first phase was to 
teach midshipmen proper discipline and 
the importance of their role as a member 
of not only the Battalion but as a 

successful college student.  In order to achieve this, midshipmen learned 
basic skills such as uniform care, customs and courtesies, rank structure, 
and military knowledge. 

NSO and NROTC are successful because of 
the unmatched leadership of our midshipmen. 
NC State NROTC prides itself as a midshipmen-
led program where higher ranking and 
experienced midshipmen (3/C, 2/C, & 1/C) 
willfully accept the responsibility of leading the 
Battalion. The highest ranking midshipmen of 
the Battalion report to and work in coordination 
with the active duty staff to ensure the 
midshipmen are fairly, properly, and effectively 
trained. The rank structure during NSO differs 
from the semester in that during NSO, the 4/C 
are divided into four squads led by the most experienced 3/C Midshipmen.  
 

 
 

 



The final phase of NSO took place at 
Camp Butner, an Army National Guard 
Base. It is here that the 4/C faced 
their toughest challenges. The 
midshipmen woke up at 0530 and 
participated in physically demanding 
exercises that lasted until nearly 
1400. Their initial day’s training was 
put to the test in a series of physical 
endurance, mental strength, military 
knowledge, and teamwork challenges.  

These core attributes were tested through squad competitions, drill 
knockout, an obstacle course, Leadership 
Reaction Courses (LRCs), PQS tests, and 
much more. Spending the night in “the field”, 
eating MREs (Meals Ready-to-Eat), and 
sleeping in military-issued sleeping bags was 
truly a new and challenging experience even 

for students 
with prior 
military experience. To most, Camp Butner 
was the pinnacle of NSO and left the 4/C 
midshipmen with an enhanced sense of 
pride and accomplishment to propel them 
into a demanding academic semester. 
They will spend the next four years 
developing morally, mentally, and 
physically so they can one day lead the 

world’s finest Sailors and Marines.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



CONGRATULATIONS TO THE CLASS OF 2021 AND WELCOME TO THE 

WOLFPACK!  

 

 

 

 

 
All of the photographs taken at NSO have been uploaded to the NCSU NROTC Google Drive. This 

Google Drive has been shared with all midshipmen. Please ask your midshipman to share the 
pictures with you if you desire. 

 
Photographs taken by 2nd LT Glynn, MIDN 3/C Parsons 
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